
Cotswold Boatmobility October 2022 

 

I was thinking that I could write a short report as things haven’t changed much, except that we are 

busier than ever and our greatest need is for more volunteers. We are now so busy that we are 

having to turn people away or at least give them a date further in the future than we would wish. 

We have a good crew of volunteers for the Wheelyboat and the Katakanus on Mondays and 

Wednesdays but we get requests for other days and evenings that we are not able to fulfil, partly 

because we need a flexibility from our volunteers. Mostly, they have their Volunteering ‘day’. So, if 

you know anyone at all who might like to help, please encourage them to get in touch. We need 

people who like to be with people and outdoors, rather than just boating skills…we can offer 

training. 

We have new Stroud District Council people to work with and a lot of new administration things to 

do. We are now a fully registered Community Interest Organisation (ie a registered charity) and we 

have received big grants for specific projects. We have acquired the second- hand Changing Places 

toilet – a Mobiloo – but have not managed to get it operational yet because we will be moving to a 

new site in due course. We have commissioned a new electric boat, though it may have to have a 

petrol engine temporarily, because we need a bigger boat and one that is more flexible and 

accessible especially in Stroud where the provision for landing stages is limited. Plans are well 

progressed for moving across to the field opposite where our future will be more sustainable. 

Post Covid, we have had a lot of Supported Living providers bringing their groups of mainly learning 

disabled people – from all over the county, for regular weekly activity on the canal. The Elderly Care 

Home groups are returning and we get a range of disability groups and carers for booked sessions. 

Finally, I need to report that as we have been running for 7 years, some of our boats and equipment 

need replacing. We usually have at least one or two Katakanus in need of a minor repair (currently 

there are no new ones being made) and we need Buoyancy Aids to be replaced. We have plenty of 

mugs but other bits of our refreshment kit need replacing. We need to pay for more people to get 

training, and we will have expenses related to our move – we will need a shed.  

So we continue to have fun, share our love for boating and generally support the Cotswold Canals 

Connected project. We were asked to lead the VIP trip to the ribbon cutting for the official opening 

of the new Jubilee Ocean railway bridge. We would love to see some of you – bring a friend, to see 

what we do and to see what the Cotswold Canals look like from the water.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Jan Thomas 

  



 

 

  

   

 



 


