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What’s happening with Cotswold Boatmobility? We have had a smashing summer – really busy with 

lots of different groups. We were part of the SDC Family Fun Days, having a barbeque and taking needy 

families out for short trips in the Katakanu or the Wheelyboat. We have been working with Creative 

Sustainability and Cotswold Canals Connected on several projects to bring the canal to different 

groups, either from our slipway at Ryeford or from Stonehouse Court. Our youngest guest has been 

four months old – one of the Mother and Baby group, who had not been out during Covid, and have 

started meeting new mums, just for coffee, chat and a boat trip. Young people from a Deaf Club were 

brave enough to have their first new outing in the strong drizzle. We have a number of young people 

with Autistic Spectrum issues and learning difficulties and from various support groups and clubs from 

all over the area, from Nailsworth to Dursley and from Portishead, Swindon and Malvern who come 

to enjoy our lovely canal in Stonehouse. Our two swan families are always of great interest, as is seeing 

the terrapin sunbathing or a glimpse of the kingfisher. On sunny days we have also enjoyed the sound 

and light installation under the bypass bridge.  

We have come to interesting times post Covid. We are having to renew our policies for Inclusion and 

Equality, Health and Safety and Safeguarding, in preparation for our full charity status and various 

funding opportunities, not least for Covid support.  We have been fortunate to receive various income 

streams, from CRT, Rotary, the Calor Gas Community Fund, the Stroud Lottery, Creative Sustainability 

and a legacy towards a new wheelchair accessible boat. Work on the Stroud Auction Room site and 

on the SVCC site is progressing and we will be moving over there sometime in the future. We have 

some funding towards that but we will need more. Partly, in preparation for the move, we have been 

aware that we need a Changing Places toilet facility so that we can be inclusive of people from Star 

College and St Roses School, for example, for whom an accessible portaloo is not sufficient. We are 

negotiating with Mobiloo for a second hand mobile facility and applied for grant funding for £20k for 

this. There will be additional expenses in ground work and maintenance and some of the work will be 

done by CCT volunteers. Grant funding has paid for replacement Wheelyboat batteries and a new 

Katakanu, and for training for PB2 certificates, but as we have been operating now fully, for 6 years 

we need to replace life jackets and buoyancy aids and some of the other equipment. More people pay 

directly into our Bank Account now but we essentially run a ‘pay as you can’ service.  

Our volunteers are an excellent and a hardy team, regularly running three sessions a week plus 

additional group bookings. Covid put a stop to most training, although actually we only stopped 

boating altogether for two brief periods, as we obtained permission from the Covid Officers to keep 

going for well-being reasons, so long as we complied with other regulations at the time. We need 

more volunteers to run more sessions. We ask that our volunteers like people as much as boating. 

Boating skills can be learned but some of our guests can be quite challenging and we have to match 

crews to their interests, awareness and capabilities. Having said that, it is relaxing and fun, so if you 

know anyone who would be good as a leading volunteer, please encourage them!  

So it all looks good for the future, both for us and for the whole canal project, Hopefully, after 

Christmas, we will be able to extend our trips through the new railway bridge and we will be 

developing our inheritance tracks and sustainability.  

A Great Big Thank you to the 4Cs for your continued interest in supporting the canal project and 

Boatmobility in particular. We haven’t had any birthday celebrations lately but of course, the Canal 

Trust will be celebrating 50 years next year. You would be most welcome to come out on a boat with 

us at anytime and we would love to see you and for you to see the canal and what we do.  


